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Decongestant brought to you by: 

Chair:  Matt Strait 

Hotel:  Hershey Harris 

Consuite:  Patricia Zetelumen and Magenta Griffith 

Dead Dog Party:  Ctein 

Programming: Laura Krentz 

Pre-Registration:  Clay Harris 

At-Con Registration: Beth Friedman 

Badges: Bill Christ 

Website: Joe Pregracke 

Videos, MinnSTF Anniversary: Kevin Austin 

Anniversary Slideshow: David Byer-Bennet 

Art Show: Alec Phillips 

Science Exhibit: Ben Huset 

Teen Room: Michael Hagerman, Osce Erikson, AJ, Ann Totusek 

Friday Dinner: Scott Raun and Irene Raun 

Saturday Dinner: Emily Stewart and Aaron Vander Giessen 

Program Book:  Terry Hughes 

Program Book Art: James Kuehl 
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October 14-16, 2016 

Hilton Bloomington 

Bloomington, MN 
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Welcome to one of the  

Minnesota Science Fiction Society’s (MNStf) 

*other* conventions! 

Please take a moment to acquaint yourself with some helpful notes: 

HOTEL: 

This is our first con at the Hilton Bloomington. One of the reasons  we're here 

is that it seems they can accommodate our traditional very late night noise-

making.  

FRAGRANCE-FREE: 

A number of registrants have chemical/fragrance sensitivities and we are re-

questing that the event space be as fragrance-free as possible. Please limit 

your use of perfume, cologne, scented fabric softeners, air-fresheners, hair-

spray, scented lotions, scented shampoos, etc., as such products may trigger 

allergic reactions, cause health problems, and/or limit some Con members 

ability to participate in the Con.  

Thank you for your understanding and for any extra effort you may need to 

take to comply with this request. (If you are unsure if your products will be ok, 

always go with “unscented” when you have an option and feel free to ask. 

Thanks!) 

CODE OF CONDUCT: 

Decongestant’s Code of Conduct can be found at : 

http://mnstf.org/decongestant 
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Sunday, October 16 (cont) 

 

2 p.m. — “Closing Ceremonies and MnStf/MidAmericon videos” 
— Should we do this again? Do you have ideas for next year? Will 
you volunteer to run things? At the close of the con, enjoy some 
MnStf/ MidAmericon videos provide by David Dyer-Bennet.  Matt 
Strait, Laura Krentz, David Dyer-Bennet, others? [Programming 
Room] 

3 p.m. to whenever — “Dead Dog Party.” — Hosted by Ctein. 
[Consuite] 

3 p.m.-Midnight — “Music Circle.” — Music is encouraged, but the 
room will be available for conversation when musicians are not us-
ing it. [Programming Room] 

6 p.m. — Dinner at the Tea House in Plymouth.  — Sign up for 
dinner at the Tea House by 2 p.m. in the Consuite.  Please indicate on 
the sign-up sheet whether you intend to meet us at the restaurant 
or meet in  the lobby at 5:30 p.m. to carpool to the restaurant, and 
whether you can provide transportation if needed. Website: http://
www.ourteahouse.com/Locations.aspx?page=pgLocations 

 

Note: Subject to change, of course. We’ll announce and post chang-
es at the convention. Locations for these events are listed in 
[brackets]. Program participant names are listed in italics. 

http://www.ourteahouse.com/
http://www.ourteahouse.com/
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Saturday, October 15 (cont) 
 

5 p.m. — “Jewelry-Making Demo.” — Watch the incomparable 
Elise work her magic.  Elise Matthesen. [Board Room]  

6:30 p.m. — Dinner Break. — Go out to a nearby restaurant or 
opt in to an order of Indian food. The optional Saturday dinner 
will be catered by Tandoor in Bloomington. Dinner will arrive 
around 6:30 p.m. and will be ready to eat at about 7 p.m. Please 
keep in mind that it might start slightly earlier or later. It will be 
served “buffet style.” Coordinated by Emily Stewart 

8 p.m. — “Blue Sun Soda Tasting” — Try samples of different 
and unusual flavors of soda pop and rate them. Sponsored by Min-
neapolis in 2073.  Laura Krentz, Dean Gahlon. [Programming 
Room] 

9 p.m. — “Synthesizer-MIDI Panel/Workshop and Perfor-
mance.” — Since its inception, the Synthesizer has permeated the 
audio realm. From Buchla to Moog, Prog Rock to Dubstep, the 
synth brings other worlds' sounds to the ears on planet Earth. Join 
Dean and Terry in a hands-on workshop of sound design utilizing 
analogue, digital, fm, subtractive, wavetable, and more synthesis, 
as well as seeing some of the things that MIDI can do.  *NOTE: Ab-
solutely no food or beverages around the music equipment. Terry 
Hughes, Dean Gahlon. [Programming Room] 
 
11p.m. until late — “Late Night Music Circle” — Bring your in-
struments and a copy of Rise Up Singing and/or Rise Again if you 
want. [Programming Room] 

Sunday, October 16 
 

Morning — Cartoons. Kevin Austin. [Programming Room]  
 
1 p.m. — “Tea and Books” — Try a variety of good teas and talk 
about some good books you’ve read. Optional: Bring an elegant tea-
cup and saucer and maybe a sample of a favorite tea. Felicia Her-
man. [Board Room]  
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Hilton 2nd floor map: 

Consuite (rooms 209 & 211) - Opens 

Friday approx. noon until Sunday late. 

We will endeavor to remain open each 

night as late as people are awake and 

somewhat vertical. 

Programming (Jefferson) - Opens Friday 

at 6pm (possibly earlier) until midnight 

Sunday. It will likely be locked after the 

last programming of the night and 

opened for the first programming of 

each day. 

Gaming (Washington) - Opens Friday at 

3pm until Sunday late (11:59pm). Closed 

when people sleep. 

Board/Teen Room— Opens Friday 6pm 

until Sunday 11:59pm.  Reserved for 

teens except when the schedule shows 

other activities. 
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Decongestant Programming Schedule—October 
14-16, 2016 

 

Friday, October 14 
 

2 p.m. — Registration opens. [Consuite] 

3 p.m. — Gaming Room opens. — The Gaming Room will be open 
continuously throughout the convention until 11:59 p.m. Sunday 
night. We’ll provide tables and chairs and some games. Feel free to 
bring your favorite games. [Gaming Room] 

3 p.m.-5 p.m. — “Crafty Time” — A time to work on your art or 
craft projects. [Consuite, unless/until we can get into a Program-
ming Room]  

4:30-5 p.m. — Noodles and Company Dinner Order — There 
will be an optional organized Friday dinner from Noodles & Com-
pany. Everyone will order individual dishes and we'll place one big 
order. There will be paper menus available, or you can look at their 
website. They have two different non-wheat noodles available. 
Scott and Irene Raun will take orders and money to cover them 
(cash or check) from 4:30–5 p.m. You can also write sraun at fire-
opal.org ahead of time with your order. We expect the food to be at 
the con and ready to eat by 6:30 p.m. Coordinated by Scott and Ire-
ne Raun. [Consuite] 

5 p.m. — “How to Make Rolled Paper Beads” — Learn how to 
make fast, fun, easy and inexpensive beads from recycled paper.  
Laura Krentz. [Board Room if available, otherwise Consuite] 

6 p.m. — Dinner Break. — Go out to a nearby restaurant or opt in 
to a group order of food (see above). 

7 p.m. until late — “Google Hangout with Rachel Kronick” — As 
long as the WiFi and technology work, we will have a chance to in-
teract with Rachel Kronick starting at 7 p.m.  She will hang out with 
us at programming, and we can have time dedicated for conversa-
tion with her from 7-7:30 p.m., from 8:30-9 p.m., and during 
“Mimosas and Coloring Books” from 10-11 p.m. 
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Friday, October 14 (cont) 

7:30 p.m. — “Opening Ceremonies and MnStf Anniversary Cele-
bration” — Greetings, announcements, etc. Matt Strait, Laura 
Krentz, Patricia Zetelumen, Magenta Griffith, Emily Stewart, others? 
Followed by MnStf Anniversary slideshow: David Dyer-Bennet and 
MnStf Birthday cake: Kevin Austin.  [Programming Room]  

9 p.m. — “How NOT to Read a Legal Document” — A discussion 
of legal documents, and when to know to call in an expert.  Emily 
Stewart, Jonathan Adams.  [Programming Room]  
 
10 p.m. — “Mimosas and Coloring Books” — Casual conversation 
while coloring and drinking. Bring your own supplies or color along 
with some provided. Sponsored by Minneapolis in 2073.  Emily 
Stewart. [Programming Room] 

11p.m. until late — “Howard Harrison Memorial Music Circle” 
— Celebrate the life of MnStf musician Howard Harrison. 
[Programming Room] 

Saturday, October 15 
 

Morning — Cartoons. Kevin Austin. [Programming Room]  
 
12 noon — “Apple Tasting” — Try samples of different kinds of 
apples and compare them. Sponsored by Minneapolis in 2073.  
Laura Krentz, Dean Gahlon. [Programming Room] 

1 p.m. — “Nature Walk” in Hyland Lake Park Reserve. — You 
may want to bring a camera, hat, walking stick, sunglasses, water 
bottle, etc. Or go on a “Poke-walk” in the area if you play Pokemon 
Go.  Meet in the lobby to join a group and carpool if necessary.  
(Videos may be available in the Programming Room for those who 
don’t want to go out.) 

3 p.m. — Minicon meeting. — This meeting is not an official, 
badged event, and anyone is welcome to attend. Ann Totusek. 
[Programming Room] 

http://www.noodles.com/menu/
http://www.noodles.com/menu/

