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Friday morning
April 9, 2004

s is the 39th Minicon held since the first

- Minicon. There are people here who helped run
ﬁhat first Minicon, just as there are people here

who can explain the numbering.

We want to say to you, “Buy our chapbooks,
buy art, buy trinkets, buy, buy, buy,” but,
Minicon is not just about buying. We hope you
will buy our chapbooks, buy paintings, and buy
from the dealer's room, but what we want you
to have goes beyond things: friends and
memories that outlast stuff. Time spent in the
dome watching the sun set, watching the fog,
watching lightning, watching the moon rise. We
want you to talk to writers, editors, artists,
musicians, gamers, scientists and other fans of
what is past, or passing, or to come.

On the other hand, Minicon is a fund-raiser for
MNSTF, the Minnesota Science Fiction Society,
Inc. We hold it each Easter to fund the club's
meetings and expenses for the year. So, do buy,
but buy wisely. Eat, drink and be merry, and
remember that for one brief weekend a year,
there is a place and time that is known as
Minicon.
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Ba]lroom on the first floor.

FRIDAY PART.[E S

8 party from 4-6pm on Friday. Good Humor ice cream
§ treats will be servied. Bring the kids and meet us at the
| pool.

......

available at 10pm.
'# And, of course, our fabulous Con Suite on 14
Reviews of Friday night parties eagerly solicited for the |

BBT. See Mary Kay or email them to her at
marykay@kaxe w8

FRIDAY SPECLAL EVENTS

Don't miss opening ceremonies! We'll introduce you to our
Guests of Honor and who knows what else may happen!
Opening Ceremonies will be held at 8pm in the Ballroom
and will be followed, as always, by the ever popular Ask
Dr. Mike. Don't miss it or you'll be sorry!

PROGRAM BOOK CORRECTIONS

The Green Room is Avenue 2 not Avenue 5.
The Middle Earth Room is the middle section of th&
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WANTED

Party reviews, restaurant reviews, con
news, out of confext quotes.

See Mary Kay or email her
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UNCLE BILL WANTS YOU!

One of the most important things about Minicon is that
it's an all volunteer convention, That means we need
you! See the Volunteer Table to sign up. It's right next
to Registration during the hours Reg is open. After
hours visit the Bridge in the con suite up on 14. The
table will have a full list of fun jobs you can volunteer
for. We always need Badgers and Twinkies especially in
the post 6pm hours. This is a good way for the younger
members of Minicon to start their volunteering career.
The jobs are easy and fun.

If you have an especially heavy karmic debt that needs
working off, boy are you in luck. We are desperately in
need of folks to help with loading and unloading of the
truck on Monday.

Volunteers don't get paid of course, but work 8 hours
and win a genuine classic Minicon t-shirt!

CALL OF CTHULU
Teens and Pre-Teens: Don't Miss This Event!! Back
from the Dead, we again bring you Call of Cthulhuy, a
creepy roll playing game, with Horror Master John
Wrathall, known for complex, frightening, and
historically-based game scenarios. Last year's game was
superb. Our players showed up skeptical, each saying they
were just going to "give it a try". Every person stayed to
the end and had a good time, thanking us for a great
game. Boys and girls are both welcome.
PG13 rated. Ages 10 to 19. Kids under 18 must be
enrolled by an adult. Kids 10 to 12 welcome, but we
encourage parental guidance. Characters provided or
bring your own. Last year this event was a great success,
and we ran out of spaces, so show up on time to avoid
disappointment. 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM, Saturday, April
10th, gaming room near the pool.

The Minicon Howler
Bozo Bus Tribune for kids makes its debut The Minicon
Howler is seeking reporters! Kids of all ages (especially
Kkids from B-14) are invited to participate in the
newsletter, Editor-in-Chief Dave Romm will meet with
any interested parties on the Lower Level, at the bench
under the stairs, before Opening Ceremonies. Get your
reporter's notepad and assignments. We hope to have one
and maybe two issues out for the convention!

BANQUET TICKETS STILL
AVAILABLE

The Registration Table still has Banquet Tickets
available for $30. The hotel has canceled its Easter
Brunch this year so this is your only chance for a
festive Easter meal at the hotel. Oh, um, the
Banquet is Sunday at 1pm.

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT
FOR PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS

Keep your Programming Head happy! Please try to
report to the Green Room 15 minutes before your
panel, Find out important stuff. Get a soda to help
keep your throat wet while you talk. Meet other
panelists.

The Green Room is located near programming in
Avenue 2. It is open to panelists and other program
participants most of the hours programming is
running. Drinks and light snacks will be avaliable.

IT'S NOT TOO LATE!

Hotel rooms are still available at the convention rate.

If you've spent too long in the Singularity or just stayed
up until you're bleary eyed, it's a lot easier to get on the
clevater and go to your room than to drive all the way
home. Your action will benefit Minicon as well. We
hadn't made our room block as of Wednesday which
means will have to pay the hotel more moneyif we don't
get some more room nights. So not only do you make
your life easier, you get to do a good deed too. How
often does an opportunity like that come along?

TREASURE HUNT!

Win valuable prizes! Uncover amagzing sec
hidden treasures, right here in the con
will kick off at the end of Opening Cers
continue overnight. If you miss the k
pick up a scavenger list at r¢
anytime. Turn in your booty
Ballroom, center) at
be announced in the




d identify all the Fallen Empires will win &
edition of a Walter Jon Williams novel. The
tive entries will be announced at Closing

S oLl OF CTHULY
_‘ "‘i‘eem and Pre-Teens: Don't Miss This Event!!
. Back from the Dead, we again bring you Call of
‘Cthulhu, a creepy role playing game, with Horror
- Master John Wrathall, known for complex,
- frightening, and historically-based game scenarios.
~ Last year's game was superb. Our players showed
up skeptical, each saying they were just going to
"give it a try". Every person stayed to the end and
had a good time, thanking us for a great game. Boys
~ and girls are both welcome.

PG13 rated. Ages 10 to 19. Kids under 18 must be
o LN enrolled by an adult. Kids 10 to 12 welcome, but we
~ encourage parental guidance. Characters provided
~ or bring your own. Last year this event was a great
success, and we ran out of spaces, so show up on
~ time to avoid disappointment. 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM,
 Saturday, April 10th, gaming room near the pool.

- IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO SIGN UP IN
oo e

Yolen will not be with us this weekend.
hqalth pmblem, not terribly Berlous, but

FRIDAY PARTIES!

'Tales of the Unanticipated Not~a—Pubhmt10n—Party me-' | ;
2am, Krushenko's, Suite 1201. ]

Japan in 2007, 7-10pm, Room 867.

Convergence 2004, Room 764, no date nor time given.

......

bheen warned.)

'} The Singularity starts beer and cider service at 6pm, blog
\§ available at 10pm. :

And, of course, our fabulous Con Suite on 14

Reviews of Friday night parties eagerly solicited for the
BBT.

MINICON MUSIC SCHEDULE

Friday in the Satellite Lounge: £ W
9PM Adam Stemple PR Ty
10PM Minneapolis Music starts e h g

Saturday in the Satellite Lounge:
4PM Nate and Louie Bucklin
5PM Three Pints Gone

(break)

8PM Howard Harrison

9PM Riverfolk

10PM Minneapolis Music resum&

QUOTAgLE}
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Issue
number 3

All the news that's on the bus.

Saturday morning
April 10, 2004

HUGO NOMINEES!

Once again Minicon's Guests and friends have made
an impressive showing. This year's GOH, Walter
John Williams, has been nominated in the Novella
category for "The Green Leopard Plague". This story
is contained in the Minicon chapbook for sale on The
Bridge. Last year's GOH, Robert Sawyer was also
nominated in the Best Novel category for Humans.
Lois McMaster Bujold, a local author and favorite has
also been nominated in the Best Novel category for
Paladin of Souls. The short story "A Study in
Emerald" by local guy Neil Gaiman has been
nominated as well. David D. Levine, in attendance
both this year and last year, is also nominated in the
Short Story category for "The Tale of the Golden
Eagle.". David is also nominated for the John W.
Campbell Award for Best New Writer and is in his
second, and last, year of eligibility for that award.
Finally, last year's Artist GoH, Sue Mason, has once
again been nominated for Best Fan Aritst.

Your Gentle Editor would just like to note she is
delighted that Charlie Stross has been nominated in
2 categories and that Kage Baker has also received a
nomination. The wonderful SF TV show Firefly had
2 episodes, "Heart of Gold" and "The Message". 1
liked "Trash" better than "The Message" but hey.

SATURDAY PARTIES

Open House, 1-5pm, Krushenko's, Suite 1201.
Diversicon Party, 9pm-2am, Krushenko's, Suite 1201
Midwestcon Party, 8-10pm, Room 867

And, of course, our fabulous Con Suite on 14 |

I
Reviews of Saturday night parties eagerly solicited for |
the BBT. See Mary Kay, email them to her at ‘
marykay@kare.ws, or leave them in the BBT inbox in
the Con Suite.

IN OTHER NEWS

Hugo-nominated author and incredibly modest guy
David Levine will read his Zeppelin story on Sunday,
11lam, Avenue 3.

A yo! to the still-out-of-towners, Emma and Will!

Noreascon has also announced the nominations for
Retro-Hugos for 1953. The novel and short story
categories are incredibly strong. These nominations
and the complete nominations for 2003 are available at
the website www.boston2004.org.

Mincon would like to thank and nominate as Heroes of
the Revolution all the members who helped move stuff
from the storage locker. Including, but not limited to,
Jeff Schalles, Martin Summerton, Bill Christ, Greg
Ketter, Catherine Crockett, Diane Lacey, DD-B, Joel
Phillips, Mishalak, Larry Sanderson, John McKane,
Keith Malgren, Ctein, Lynn Calvin, and Carol Kennedy.

Only 13 banguet tickets left, get down to Reg and buy!
Pre-registration for this iteration of Minicon was 417.

LOST: small black leather travel purse. Barb Jensen
rm 311, home phone 822-9172.

Restaurant recommendation: Lotus (Vietnamese). Big
menu, good food, decent prices & portions, very nice
staff. Open until 9:30pm Sat. Closed Sun. No MSG.
(Jeanne Mealy)

MINICON MUSIC SCHEDULE

Saturday in the Satellite Lounge:
4PM Nate and Louie Bucklin
5PM Three Pints Gone

(break)

8PM Howard Harrison

9PM Riverfolk

10PM Minneapolis Music resumes . il i %)

'l‘he Tribune is the Official Organ of Minicon. mb $ w:._
Maurv Kav Kare,




Bozo Bus Tribune Issue 3 Page 2

WANTED
Party reviews, restaurant reviews, con
news, out of context quotes.
See Mary Kay or email her

VOLUNTEER!

See the Volunteer Table to sign up. It's next to
Registration during the hours Reg is open. After hours
visit the Bridge in the Con Suite up on 14. The table
will have a full list of fun jobs you can volunteer for. We
always need Badgers and Twinkies especially in the post
6pm hours. This is a good way for the younger
members of Minicon to start their volunteering career.

We are desperately in need of folks to help with loading
and unloading of the truck on Monday.

Volunteers don't get paid of course, but work 8 hours
and win a genuine classic Minicon t-shirt!

CALL OF CTHULU

Teens and Pre-Teens: Don't Miss This Event!! Back
from the Dead, we again bring you Call of Cthulhu, a
creepy role playing game, with Horror Master John
Wrathall, known for complex, frightening, and
historically-based game scenarios. Last year's game was
superb. Boys and girls are both welcome.

PG13 rated. Ages 10 to 19. Kids under 18 must be
enrolled by an adult. Kids 10 to 12 welcome, but we
encourage parental guidance. Characters provided or
bring your own. Last year this event was a great
success, and we ran out of spaces, so show up on time
to avoid disappointment. 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM,
Saturday, April 10th, gaming room near the pool.

FALLEN EMPIRE SCAVENGER
HUNT

Pictorials of Fallen Empires are scattered around the
convention. The first three people to correctly find and
identify all the Fallen Empires will win a signed edition
of a Walter Jon Williams novel. The most creative
entries will be announced at Closing Ceremonies. Submit
your answers in the consuite.
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The truly mature person would not want to pants a total
stranger in public.

THE FIRST GEEK TOUR!

Local fan Jeremy Stomberg has volunteered to lead a
tour of local bookstores on Saturday afternoon. This
may include up to 2 from the following list: Uncle
Hugo's, Dream Haven Books, Half Price Books, etc.
There is a limit of seven attendees. Sign up ASAP at
Registration.

SILENT AUCTION

We're having an auction for the benefit of MinnStf.
Check out the items available for this auction in the Art
Show. Among other items we have a small quilt made
by Hugo Winner Nicki Lynch and a jar of sour cherry
jelly made by Wilcon mom Joni Stopa. Bid early and
often!

GAME ROOM AN ADVENTURE!!

Minicon has a game room this year available for all sorts
of gaming. We've even made finding the game room
something of a game. It's the Park Avenue room and it's
on the lower level where other programming rooms are.
Face the Avenue rooms, turn to your left and go aaaaall
the way to the end of the hall. Yes, into the Fitness
Center. The Park Avenue room is in the Fitness Center.

TREASURE HUNT!

Win valuable prizes! Uncover amazing secrets and hidden

treasures, right here in the con hotel! The Hunt will kick
off at the end of Opening Ceremonies, and continue
overnight. If you miss the kickoff, you can pick up a
scavenger list at registration and join in anytime. Turn
in your booty in Middle Earth (Forum Ballroom, center)
at 2:00 pm on Saturday. Winners will be announced in
the Saturday evening

YOUNG WRITERS WORKSHOP

For young writers (ages 8-18). How to create and
describe a character for a science fiction or fantasy story
using the what, where, why method. Pens, peneils,
notepads, and cookies furnished. 3-4pm Saturday in
Avenue 4. Kathryn Sullivan, author of The Crystal
Throne.
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PLEASE, DON'T BREAK THE
HOTEL
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All the news that's on the bus.
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Scn‘urr'day, later
April 10, 2004

KRAHN-GAHLON PULSE
CHECK REPORT
FRIDAY NIGHT

We found 38 people awake in convention air
space at 4am. There were 21 people (and pulses)
involved in a moving sing-a-long in the music
room. 'T'was a bittersweet tapestry of life itself.
One person was in motion near the 14th floor
elevators. Eight people were playing cards in the
smoking room. The Singularity contained 7
people. Only one person was moving in the main
Con Suite and no one was in the dome. A lone
tennis shoe was all we could find on L and LL. It
did not have a pulse. A worn out, pulseless shoe
does not seem a suitable representative for any
Minicon we can think of. It would have been
cool to have one person awake for each Minicon,
for a total of 39, but it was just not meant to be.

BIRTHDAY DEAD DOG
Matthew Mishalak has decided that since his
birthday is Monday he will stage a friendly/hostile
takeover of part of the Singularity to celebrate
Sunday right. Two bottles of wine have been
liberated for the cause so far. You are encouraged
to direct Mishalak towards more stocks to acquire,
and/or to bring money or alcchol as gifts.

MESSAGE TO MINICON
Sharyn November would like you to know;
I was absolutely blown away to be asked to be
GoH, and even more so when I was told that my

SO was invited, too. So many of my favorite genre

writers are from the Minneapolis area, and I so
enjoyed WFC 2002. THANK YOU for having
me. Also, if anyone ever needs to find me, 1 am
usually smoking outside,

B T 15 R L T T BT S T O ¢
The Tribune is the Official Organ of Minicon.

Edited by Mary Kay Kare. .

SATURDAY PARTIES

Diversicon Party, 9pm-2am, Krushenko's, Suite 1201
 Midwestcon Party, 8-10pm, Room 867 ‘
¥ Adult pool party 11pm-lam. (We're really looking

‘§ forward to what could happen here)

f And, of course, our fabulous Con Suite on 14

| Reviews of Saturday night parties eagerly solicited for the
'§ BBT. See Mary Kay or email them to her at
marykay@kare.ws

MINICON 40 LIVES!

Greg Ketter has stepped up and agreed to chair Minicon
40 next year. We believe that he has done this of his own
free will, with no regard for his own personal safety.

He wishes to build on the excellent foundation laid by
Laura Jean Fish and Larry Sanderson, and to keep the
committee as intact as possible. This means that any
department head who has not already been begged to
continue in their current capacity, will be approached
soon. Be Warned!

Terry Pratchett has agreed to be our Writer GoH. He is
excited about coming to Minneapolis, but not on the
Easter Holiday, so the convention will most likely be held
the weekend after Easter, 2005. However, Greg plans to
negotiate a contract at a suburban hotel for Easter the -
following year: Additionally, Jim Young will be Fan GoH.

His goal for Minicon 40 is to broaden the
more local fan groups and inte
to science fiction and fantasy




VOLUNTEER!

If you have a heavy karmic debt to work off, you're in
luck. We are desperately in need of folks to help with
loading and unloading of the truck on Monday. Check

with the good folks at the Volunteer table in the Con
Suite.

FALLEN EMPIRE SCAVENGER
HUNT

Pictorials of Fallen Empires are scattered around
the convention. The first three people to correctly
find and identify all the Fallen Empires will win a
signed edition of a Walter Jon Williams novel, The
most creative entries will be announced at Closing
Ceremonies. Submit your answers in the consuite.
The first 2 places have been awarded but there's
still another place, and Most Creative answers have
until noon tomorrow.

FOOD FUNCTIONS

Don't miss the Time Traveler's Ball tonight from
8pm-midnight in the done. Wear your favorite Fallen
Empire costume. (Your reporter has seen Laura
Jean's and you gotta go just to see it.)

Don't forget that the Singularity will be serving chili
tonight. Sides of rice and French bread available.
Seatings at 9pm and 11pm. They'll have blog from

9pm

The ConSuite will have bagels, fruit, and muffins for
breakfast starting around 8am.

O O S T 5 T T T e A Y T T ¢
"After I change into my pajamas, Il come back and

play with your big pole."

(Karen C.)

"But whether we do it in our room before we tip over

or whether we do it with other people is yet to be
determined.”

Addddd s d g g g

"Thte plural of Chthulu is "oh crap™
Marty Bentley
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WANTED
Party reviews, restaurant reviews, con
news, out of context quotes.
See Mary Kay or email her

REG REPORT

Before the con started there were 417 people pre-
registered: As of noon Sat., 57 badges remained to be
picked up. Reg had sold 12 full weekend adult
memberships, 1 full weekend child membership, and 6 .
Sat. memberships. Check back tomorrow for final
figures.

TOMORROW (THAT'S SUNDAY)

The extensive staff of the daily zine would particulalry
recommend Reality and the Internet, 11am, Avenue 4,
and the Closing Ceremonies, 4pm, Loring Ballroom.
Breakdown follows immediately, please help.

GAME ROOM AN ADVENTURE!

Minicon has a game room this year available for all sorts
of gaming. We've even made finding the game room
something of a game. It's the Park Avenue room and it's
on the lower level where other programming rooms are.
Face the Avenue rooms, turn to your left and go aaaaall
the way to the end of the hall. Yes, into the Fitness
Center. The Park Avenue room is in the Fitness Center.

IN OTHER NEWS

Priscilla Olson emphatically recommends Hell's Kitchen
for breakfast, 89 South 10th Street, from 8am.

Collage Art Therapy was a wild success with 17 talented
atists turning out a wide varety of fabulous collage art.
Stop by Middle Earth (between Dealers' and the Art
Show) and visit the gallery.

Friday's game success was a multiply nam
in the Con Suite. You can see some of % :
around the suite. i Gaa

Don't forget the Art Auctior

There are still Go!

EER
e



Issue
number 5

‘BOZ0BUS TRIBUNE

All The news that's on the bus.

/

ks ':Ef
§

Sunday
April 11, 2004

KRAHN-GAHLON PULSE
CHECK REPORT
SATURDAY NIGHT

Lots of active and wily people were awake at
4am, making this a more difficult count than
usual. We found 15 people in the primary Con
Suite, 13 in the smoking room, 3 near the
elevators, 1 ducking into a bathroom, 29 in the
music party (singing about a brand new pair of
roller skates), and 21 in The Singularity. A
grand total of 73 people awake in public or con
space.

Sharon Kahn and Kevin G. Austin tracked and
trailed Gahlon and Kahn to the lower level of the
hotel where they joined Kahn and Gahlon in
marveling over the number 73 and celebrated the
fact that almost 20% of the members of Minicon
39 were still awake.

Krahn later did an unofficial 5am pulse check
(sans Gahlon). Would you believe 42 Minicon
members were still awake? Yes, 42. The music
party ended at dawn. All night fandom lives!

BIRTHDAY DEAD DOG
Matthew Mishalak has decided that since his birthday is
Monday he will stage a friendly/hostile takeover of part
of the Singularity to celebrate Sunday night. Two
bottles of wine have been liberated for the cause so far.
You are encouraged to direct Mishalak towards more

stocks to acquire, and/or to bring money or alcohol as
gifts.

The Tribune is the Official Organ of Minicon. Edited by
Mary Kay Kare, .

Room. e o,

Your editor regrets to inform you that she woke up this morning with her virus back and feeling like hell. mm
truncated version of the last BBT, My apologies. And my thanks to everyone who helped esp. Carol KW«

SUNDAY PARTIES

B Open House, noon-4pm, Krushenko's, Suite 1201
W A Party for Readers and Viewers, 8pm-lam, Krushenko's,

Suite 1201

'} Dead Dog will begin at approximately 7:30 pm

CORRECTION OFFERED

The Tribune has learned that one of its quotations was
incorrectly attributed. Offending parties have been
flogged. The quote is offered again with, allegedly, the
correct attribution.

"The plural of Chthulu is "oh crap!"
Sasha Walton

MINICON 40 LIVES!

Greg Ketter has stepped up and agreed to chair Minicon
40 next year. We believe that he has done this of his own
free will, with no regard for his own personal safety.

He wishes to build on the excellent foundation laid by
Laura Jean Fish and Larry Sanderson, and to keep the
committee as intact as possible. This means that any
department head who has not already been begged to
continue in their current capacity, will be approached
soon. Be Warned!

Terry Pratchett has agreed to be our Writer GoH. He is
excited about coming to Minneapolis, but not on the
Easter Holiday, so the convention will most likely be held
the weekend after Easter, 2005. However, Greg plans to
negotiate a contract at a suburban hotel for Easter the
following year. Additionally, Jim Young will be Fan GoH.
His goal for Minicon 40 is to broaden the appeal to include
more local fan groups and interests, and to bring Minicon
to science fiction and fantasy readers everywhere. :
Pre-Register at the Dream Haven table in the Dealrers'
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